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Qualico sponsoring community art project

Plans are afoot for a new centre for
the arts in Airdrie under the guise of
a unique promotion called the Air-
dirondack art project, sponsored

by Qualico Communi-
Myke

ties and spearheaded
Thomas by Sherry Shaw-Frog-
————— gatt, owner of airdrielife
CALGARYSUN  magazine, and local art-
ist Veronica Funk.

Funk says a new arts centre will
add to Airdrie’s appeal as a place to
live,

“Speaking to newer families, I
have learned that they've missed a
community gathering place for their
children, for those in our commu-
nity who don’t necessarily have an
alfinity for sports — a place where
they can nourish their souls through
the visual and performing arts,” says
Funk.

The need sparked an idea, says
Shaw-Froggatt.

“Veronica and 1 started this con-
versation about a year ago about get-
ting things happening for the cre-
ative community,” Shaw-Froggatt
says, “and instead of asking for help
or handouts, come up with our own
action plan and be a starting point

for an organization that will plan for
a future centre for the arts in Airdrie,
This is our first step.”

The step is Airdirondack, a play
on Airdrie and the famous Adiron-
dack deck chair, which had local vis-
ual artists, as well as children, add-
ing their artistic touches to 12 of the
iconic chairs back in July.

The chairs were on display
throughout Airdrie, including four
showhomes in Qualico’s community
of Ravenswood.

“It’s an abso-
lutely fabulous
project that has
huge potential to
grow and we are
delighted to be in
at the grassroots
level,” says Lori
Masse, marketing
manager at Qual-
ico.

Funk says the
project will help
establish a solid
arts community in
Airdrie,

“People in the
community want
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to settle in, make this a home and
that means a well-rounded society —
a community filled with opportunity,
including arts and culture,” she says.

“These chairs are symbolic of a
place to be still, or settling in and
growing roots.”

The chairs will be auctioned off

to the highest bidders on Oct. 14,
with funds raised helping to develop
[uture space for the arts community
in Airdrie.

— with files from Lauren Barr
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One of 12 chairs on display throughout Airdrie as part of a
project dubbed Airdirondack — a first step by organizers
in a bid to encourage the city's arts community and,
eventually, the construction of a new centre for the arts.




